NOTE:  This was tried two ways: 1) We began at number 1 as written, and 2) with number 3, the subject of the play and number 4. Which path worked really depended upon the class.  That 8:00 am Monday morning class probably wouldn’t be responsive either way.  Or, one could start with number 2, and  then go back to 1. Make the sections “track” for you.  However you do it, leave 5 until last.   

If your students are working with a different play, you will need to revise this analysis.

The Traverse City Children’s Theatre (Michigan)  has produced “The Bully Show.”  They have a complete study guide for that play.   Go to their web site for contact listings.  Many of the questions below were taken from that guide.

**********************************************************************

REALISM—ANALYSIS

7th grade classes

1. Compare the characteristics of Realism in theatre with “Babies Having Babies”

Did it objectively portray life that is recognizable to the audience through:



Realistic setting



Natural speech, even regional dialects



Tension and focus strong



Reflections of the audience themselves..   can you identify with the subject 



and conflict in the play?
Were the characters ordinary?   
Were they unable to arrive at answer to their predicaments?  
Was their freedom of choice limited by outside factors? (They chose to behave the way they behaved.)

What outside factors?  ( Peer pressure, winning, refusing to communicate with parents)  
Were the characters victims rather than heroines?

What was the intent of the playwright?  
(from the 4 reasons for theatre: Ans:To inform, to educate,
              to influence some kind of action, to give praise, etc..)

Do you find that seeing a play about this subject made you uncomfortable?

Were there parts of it that were “ugly”—emotionally, not visually? 

2.  ASSESS FEELINGS ABOUT THE PLAY, AESTHETICALLY

Did you enjoy the play?    Why or why not?  
           What did you like or not like about it?  Be specific

Were you glad there was a 4th wall?   

How many people do you think it took to produce this play?



Director, 5 actors,  Designers? Tech?

Did the actors come across as “real.”  Were their emotions appropriate to the character? 
Could you share their feelings.

Do you think the lack of set was a problem?   Did the play work without it 

3. DISCUSS THE SUBJECT OF THE PLAY:    SUGGESTED POINTS, BUT ADD YOUR OWN.

What were the circumstances that got the girls pregnant? 

one raped

one having sex for several years

one had sex one time

one on pill, but not safely

one had steady older boyfriend

How did they deal with pregnancy

Keep baby

Give baby up for adoption

Abortion

Consequences of their decisions

Wonder where & how baby is in several years

Wonder where & how I will be in several years

Wonder what would have happened if not had an abortion

Wonder what father would say & how it will effect him

