COMMEDIA DELL’ARTE PLAY ANALYSIS- 6TH GRADE
The Play
1. Who were the “stock characters” in the play? 
Pedrolino, Arlecchino (Harlequin), Pantalone, Il Dottore, Zanni, Lovers.

     2.   What human emotions, attitudes or frailties were portrayed?   (Jealousy, greed, 

fear, courage, misery, trickery? 

3. What elements were absurd?  (ludicrous, ridiculous, at variance with reason; incongruous?   In theatre of the absurd, the world is cold, irrational & hostile, and man’s place in it is futile, helpless and comic, as in ridiculous.)

4. What bits & pieces of “lazzi”-- were there?  (the slapstick, the Dottore’s instruments, the acrobatics:
Lazzi of “nothing will stop me” – Pedrolino’s sweeping


Lazzi of “the attitudes”   All


Lazzi of “forbidding”     Pantalone


Lazzi of  “asides and freezing”     various characters


Lazzi of “token conspiring” in The False Turk


Lazzi of “money”  The False Turk


Lazzi of “Chasing” in The Love For Three Oranges


Lazzi of “a body refusing to behave itself”—in Bamboozled


Lazzi of “The Zanni Duo”---and  the “stop and go”  movements-



All In Disguise


Lazzi of The Fly”—Marco when hungry  All In Disguise

5. Were the plays themselves “entertaining?   (Not the particular performance of it)
6. Which did you enjoy the most?

The Performance

GET STUDENT TO BE PRECISE IN THE WORDS THEY USE TO DESCRIBE THESE NEXT TWO QUESTIONS.  “CUTE” IS NOT ACCEPTABLE!!

7. What did you like about the way the plays were performed?

8. What did you not like about them?

9. Which character would you like to play?

10. How might you have performed it (a particular role) differently

11. What are your thoughts about the costumes, props? Lack of Set?
12. Did any of the characters make you think of someone you know?
