PLAY ANALYSIS QUESTIONS:
Comparison of “Wiley & the Hairy Man” and Greek Theatre and the

Readers Theatre Story of Athena.

1. Was “Wiley” a comedy or a tragedy?   Why? What clue at the end told

    you?
2. Who made up the “chorus”?

     The swamp creatures

Did they sing?

Not really—but they made noises

Did they dance?
Not what we think of as dance…but then we don’t

really know how the Greeks danced.  But they

moved.

Did they speak in verse?

Yes….(see if they can remember the main line:


     “He’s done got your Pappy, and he’s gonna get you!”)

3. How many actors are on the stage at one time in Greek Theatre?

(only 3---though they could go off, change costume and mask, and be a different character.)


How many characters were on the stage at one time in “Wiley…”?


(3)

4. Were spells casts as in the story of Athena you read in class?

What were they?

Hairy Man became a snake, a wind, 

Were they similar to the Athena story you read in class?

Remind them that Metis and Zeus played a shape changing game.


They became a large animal and a very small fly, as Wiley has


the Hairyman become a large alligator and then a small bat.
5. Who outsmarted whom in “Wiley” and in “Athena”
6. What role does the dog play in “Wiley” that may have been in

stories of the Greeks?


???

Questions about the play itself
1. What does the Hairy Man want with Wiley?

2. How does Wiley fool the Hairy Man the first time?

3. How does Wiley fool the Hairy man the second time? 

4. Who do you think is smarter, the Hairy Man or Wiley’s mother?

Why? Explain

5. Do you think this is a true story?

(if they answer no…you can remind them of the difference between fiction and fact, or legend and the attempt to make it real…as in the Greek portion of the lesson.)
6. What do you think was the playwright’s attitude toward the world?
a good and pleasant place, or a hard and cruel place, or somewhere in between?
7. If you were writing a one sentence description of this play, how would you describe the play?    What one single event does it concern itself with?
Try to get them to say it with an action verb. 
8. ‘What is the world of Wiley like at the beginning of the play?  List all the 
various ways that occur to you: what the characters are like, how they
relate to each other, how they relate to their world?   What is the mood?
happy, sad, healthy, sick, etc.?

9. What is the world like at the end of the play?

10. What changed that made it different?

11. Would you describe the play as a struggle between man and himself, man and another person, or man and the world/nature?
The real point is a struggle between Wiley and himself…his fear, though

between Wiley and the Hairy Man isn’t totally wrong.

12. Who is the Protagonist? (The agent of action)  Who is the Antagonist?
    (the one who blocks or obstruct the action)  
Is there more than one of each?

13. What is The Protagonist’ goal?  What is the story goal?

14.  What does the Antagonist do to block the goal?

15.  What is the “big scene” that changes everything?  (the climax)

16. What lesson did Wiley learn?
Questions about the performance
1. What did you like about the way the play was performed?    

2. What did you not like about it?  

3. What are your thoughts about the costumes, lighting, set, etc.

4. Were you able to understand the characters?  (Did they speak with
    clarity that the Greeks had to use?)

5. Do you think that the performers used their creative imaginations in the

    presentation?    In what ways?  

6. Did you feel anything for Wiley?    If so, what?
7. Are you anything like him?   (Fear things ?  Have no confidence? etc.)
8. Have you ever felt the same way that Wiley felt when he had to take on the Hairy Man?
9. Were they any things about the mother that you recognize in adult women in your life?

10.  How did Dog help Wiley?  

11.  Did the dog react with fear also?  

We hope you will want to read more about Greek Theatre as well as more 

folktales.   Maybe you can find one that you can turn into a play.
